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return for some modifications of the Agrarian Reform Law of
1920, but his plans encountered keen opposition from the peasants
and others. Witos disapproved and Steczkowski resigned  on
September 5,1921; this brought about the fall of the Government
four days later.
The formation of a Parliamentary Coalition Government was
considered, but was abandoned, the truth being that none of
the groups was anxious to take part in a Government the pressing
business of which would be the imposition of heavy taxation,
for that would inevitably alienate the masses of the people. The
leaders fell back on the familiar expedient of constituting an
administrative, extra-Parliamentary Cabinet.
THE PONIKOWSKI CABINET
In the end the choice fell on Ponikowski, rector of the Polytechnic
in Warsaw, and a distinguished educationist. Officially designated
Prime Minister by Pilsudski, he formed his Cabinet on September
19,1921. To the Premiership he joined the Ministry of Education;
Skirmunt, Narutowicz and Sosnkowski retained the Ministries
of Foreign Affairs, Public Works and War respectively; Milchalski,
a Lwow Professor, an authority on economics and fiscal affairs,
as well as a director of the National Bank, Lwow, was appointed
Minister of Finance. When Ponikowski presented himself to
the Seym on September 27, he was received coldly, because of
his insisting on the passing of the Electoral Law, as prescribed
by the Constitution, at the earliest possible moment.
VILNA AND THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS
A few days before the Assembly of the League of Nations dealt
with the Eastern Galicia and Vilna questions. On September 24,
1921, Hymans described his plan to the Assembly for the settle-
ment of the Vilna dispute and the efforts he had made to bring
about an agreement between  Poland  and Lithuania. Earlier
there had been much discussion of the question in the Council,
Askenazy and Galvanauskas appearing again as advocates respec-
tively of the Polish and Lithuanian points of view. The Assembly
adopted a resolution which appealed to the "fraternal memories